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Introduction to English III 
 

Content of tests 
The testing program titled the Tennessee End of Course Assessment was established to 
meet the Tennessee mandate for end of course assessments in Tennessee secondary 
schools. These tests measure the Tennessee State Performance Indicators. Subject 
areas covered by the end of course assessments include Mathematics, Language 
Arts, History, and Science. 
 
Test development 
For the Tennessee End of Course Assessment, a   staff of writers – composed of both teachers and 
professional test developers experienced in each of the content areas – researched and wrote the 
items. Professional editors and content specialists carefully reviewed all items and test 
directions for content and accuracy. To provide a large pool of items for final test 
selection, the test developers created approximately twice as many items as were 
needed in the final editions of the tests. 
 
After tryout tests were administered, student responses were analyzed. Professional 
content editors and researchers carefully reviewed items, their data, and test 
directions for content, suitability, and accuracy before including particular items and 
test directions in operational tests. 
 
Test administration 
Tennessee End of Course Assessments are given to students as they near the end of courses 
that are included in the program. Tests may be given midyear for block schedules or at the 
end of the school year. 
 
You will have ample time to read and answer each of the questions. The English III test has 
been designed to be administered in one session and is not timed.  
 



Tips for Taking the Test 

Preparing for the test 

 Review this Tennessee End of Course Item Sampler for English III carefully and 
thoroughly. 

 Acquire the Tennessee End of Course Practice Test for English III, and take the test 
several times.  

 Become familiar with the correct way to mark answers on the answer sheet. There is a 
sample answer sheet in this Practice Test. 

Before the test 

 Get a good night’s sleep. To do your best, you need to be rested. 

During the test 

 Relax. It is normal to be somewhat nervous before the test. Try to relax and not worry. 

 Listen. Listen to and read the test directions carefully. Ask for an explanation of the 
directions if you do not understand them. 

 Plan your time. Do not spend too much time on any one question. If a question seems to 
take too long, skip it and return to it later. First answer all questions that you are sure 
about. 

 Think. If you are not sure how to answer a question, read it again and try your best to 
answer the question. Rule out answer choices that you know are incorrect and choose 
from those that remain. 



Directions for Using the Item Sampler 

This Item Sampler for English III provides specific information to students and teachers. It 
contains examples of different item types for each Performance Indicator that may be tested in 
any given end of course test administration. Performance Indicators have been grouped by 
Reporting Categories. These Reporting Categories will be used to report information regarding 
performance on the end of courts test to students, teachers, schools, and systems.  

The items in this Item Sampler will not be found in the end of course tests. The number of items 
in this Item Sampler does not reflect the emphasis of content on the test. In order to identify the 
emphasis of content, the End of Course Assessment Practice Test English III should be used. The 
Practice Test gives a better representation of content emphasis across Reporting Categories and 
Performance Indicators.   

An Answer Key is located in Page 111. Use it to check your answers. Review items that you get 
wrong. 

















































































































































































































Reporting Category 1 : Language 
Item 

Number 

Correct 

Answer 
Performance Indicator 

4 D 

 
3003.1.4 Use phrases and clauses in a variety of ways to create sophisticated complex 
sentences. 
 

28 D 
  
3003.1.3 Identify the patterns of challenging complex sentences. 
 

29 A 

  
3003.1.5 Use previously learned techniques such as recognizing cognates, root words, 
affixes, foreign phrases, and textual context to identify unfamiliar words, including those 
specific to a particular content area. 
 

30 D 
  
3003.1.8 Choose correctly or incorrectly spelled words. 
 

47 C 

  
3003.1.11 Correctly choose verb forms in terms of tense, voice (i.e., active and passive), 
and mood for continuity. 
 

53 A 

  
3003.1.1 Demonstrate the correct use of commas and lesser-used punctuation marks 
(e.g., hyphens, dashes, colons) in complex and sophisticated constructions. 
 

54 B 

 
3003.1.2 From a group of grammatically correct sentences, choose the clearest, most 
coherent sentence. 
 

58 C 

  
3003.1.2 From a group of grammatically correct sentences, choose the clearest, most 
coherent sentence. 
 

67 B 
  
3003.1.3 Identify the patterns of challenging complex sentences. 
 

70 D 

  
3003.1.1 Demonstrate the correct use of commas and lesser-used punctuation marks 
(e.g., hyphens, dashes, colons) in complex and sophisticated constructions. 
 

71 D 

  
3003.1.5 Use previously learned techniques such as recognizing cognates, root words, 
affixes, foreign phrases, and textual context to identify unfamiliar words, including those 
specific to a particular content area. 
 

 

 

 



72 A 

 
3003.1.6 Select the appropriate word in frequently confused pairs (i.e., to/too/two, 
their/there/they’re, its/it’s, your/you’re, whose/who’s, which/that/who, accept/except, 
affect/effect, between/among, capitol/ capital, principal/principle, stationary/stationery, 
who/whom, allusion/ illusion, complement/compliment, cite/site/sight, counsel/council, 
coarse/ course, farther/further, lose/loose, fewer/less, advice/advise, precede/ proceed, 
adapt/adopt, eminent/imminent, assure/ensure/insure, allude/ elude, elicit/illicit, 
discreet/discrete, censor/censure/sensor, conscience/ conscious). 
 

73 A 
 
3003.1.9 Proofread for errors in capitalization and punctuation. 
   

 
  



 

Reporting Category 2 : Writing and Research 
Item 

Number 

Correct 

Answer 
Performance Indicator 

5 C 
  
3003.4.1 Select the research topic with the highest degree of focus. 
 

6 A 
  
3003.4.2 Differentiate between primary and secondary sources. 
 

7 D 
  
3003.4.6 Identify information that must be cited or attributed within a writing sample. 
 

9 C 
 
3003.4.2 Differentiate between primary and secondary sources. 
 

10 C 
  
3003.4.6 Identify information that must be cited or attributed within a writing sample. 
 

14 D 

  
3003.3.9 Rearrange the order of supporting paragraphs within a writing sample given a 
specified organizational pattern (e.g., comparison-contrast, chronological). 
 

15 A 
  
3003.3.4 Select the most precise word from a given list of synonyms. 
 

16 D 
  
3003.3.13 Identify the targeted audience for a selected passage. 
 

17 D 
  
3003.4.4 Evaluate the validity of Web pages as sources of information. 
 

18 C 

  
3003.4.5 Determine which statement presents an opposing view from those stated on a 
Web page. 
 

25 C 
 
3003.4.2 Differentiate between primary and secondary sources.  
 

26 B 
  
3003.4.3 Evaluate the reliability and credibility of sources for use in research. 
 

27 C 
  
3003.4.4 Evaluate the validity of Web pages as sources of information. 
 

38 B 

  
3003.3.10 Evaluate the relevance of supporting sentences by deleting an irrelevant 
sentence in a passage. 
 

39 A 
  
3003.3.4 Select the most precise word from a given list of synonyms. 
 



43 B 
  
3003.3.1 Proofread a passage for correct punctuation, mechanics, and usage. 
 

44 C 
  
3003.3.3 Select the most vivid and compelling word to strengthen a description. 
 

45 B 

 
3003.3.9 Rearrange the order of supporting paragraphs within a writing sample given a 
specified organizational pattern (e.g., comparison-contrast, chronological).   
 

46 D 
  
3003.3.4 Select the most precise word from a given list of synonyms. 
 

49 A 
  
3003.3.3 Select the most vivid and compelling word to strengthen a description. 
 

50 B 
  
3003.3.4 Select the most precise word from a given list of synonyms. 
 

51 D 

  
3003.3.8 Choose the transitional device that appropriately connects sentences or 
paragraphs within a writing sample. 
 

55 D 

  
3003.4.5 Determine which statement presents an opposing view from those stated on a 
Web page. 
 

60 C 

 
3003.3.5 Use a variety of strategies to combine a simple set of sentences into a longer, 
more complex sentence.  
 

61 B 
 
3003.4.1 Select the research topic with the highest degree of focus.   
 

62 C 
 
3003.3.11 Determine the writer’s purpose in a writing sample. 
 

63 D 
 
 3003.3.11 Determine the writer’s purpose in a writing sample. 
 

68 D 
  
3003.3.7 Select the thesis statement in a writing sample or passage. 
 

74 B 
  
3003.3.1 Proofread a passage for correct punctuation, mechanics, and usage. 
 

75 A 
  
3003.3.4 Select the most precise word from a given list of synonyms. 
 

76 B 

  
3003.3.5 Use a variety of strategies to combine a simple set of sentences into a longer, 
more complex sentence. 
 

 



77 C 
 
3003.3.6 Revise to correct a nonparallel construction. 
 

78 B 
 
3003.4.1 Select the research topic with the highest degree of focus. 
 

81 C 
 
3003.3.13 Identify the targeted audience for a selected passage. 
 

 
  



 

Reporting Category 3 : Communication and Media 
Item 

Number 

Correct 

Answer 
Performance Indicator 

21 B 

  
3003.7.3 Determine the impact of production elements (e.g., font, color, layout, graphics, 
light, camera angle) on a message. 
 

22 D 

  
3003.7.5 Discern how the limitations imposed by a particular medium restrict the 
delivery of a particular message. 
 

23 D 

 
3003.2.4 Discern the structure of a complex speech (e.g., sequential, problem-solution, 
comparison-contrast, cause-effect).  
 

24 A 

  
3003.2.6 Select the most appropriate strategies for participating productively in a team 
(e.g., contributing relevant and appropriate information that moves the team toward its 
goals; understanding the purpose of working as a team and working according to that 
purpose; assigning and developing roles and responsibilities for team members based on 
an understanding of their strengths and weaknesses and the dynamics of the team). 
 

37 A 

 
3003.7.6 Consider the treatment of a particular subject or event in two or more media 
(e.g., newspaper and visual art, narrative and poem, diary and magazine article). 
 

48 B 
  
3003.2.3 Distinguish between a critique and a summary. 
 

57 B 
  
3003.7.1 Draw an inference from a non-print medium. 
 

59 A 
 
3003.2.2 Distinguish between a summary and a paraphrase.  
  

65 B 

  
3003.7.6 Consider the treatment of a particular subject or event in two or more media 
(e.g., newspaper and visual art, narrative and poem, diary and magazine article). 
 

79 A 
 
3003.2.3 Distinguish between a critique and a summary. 
 

80 A 

 
3003.2.6 Select the most appropriate strategies for participating productively in a team 
(e.g., contributing relevant and appropriate information that moves the team toward its 
goals; understanding the purpose of working as a team and working according to that 
purpose; assigning and developing roles and responsibilities for team members based on 
an understanding of their strengths and weaknesses and the dynamics of the team). 
 

 
  



 

Reporting Category 4 : Logic 
Item 

Number 

Correct 

Answer 
Performance Indicator 

1 A 
 
 3003.5.3 Evaluate text for fact and opinion. 
 

2 C 

 
 3003.5.9 Identify a statement that reveals the writer’s biases, stereotypes, assumptions, 
or values within a writing sample. 
 

8 B 

  
3003.5.9 Identify a statement that reveals the writer’s biases, stereotypes, assumptions, or 
values within a writing sample. 
 

31 C 
  
3003.5.2 Choose a logical word to complete an analogy. 
 

42 D 
 
 3003.5.1 Make inferences and draw conclusions based on evidence in text. 
 

52 D 
  
3003.5.12 Select an additional sentence to add to an argument within a persuasive text. 
 

56 D 
 
 3003.5.4 Analyze cause-effect relationships in text. 
 

66 C 
  
3003.5.2 Choose a logical word to complete an analogy. 
 

 
  



 

Reporting Category 5 : Informational Text 
Item 

Number 

Correct 

Answer 
Performance Indicator 

19 B 

  
3003.6.1 Discern the stated or implied main idea and supporting details of a complex 
informational or technical passage. 
 

20 A 

  
3003.6.3 Analyze the ways in which the organizational structure of a complex 
informational or technical text supports or confounds its meaning or purpose. 
 

32 A 

  
3003.6.4 Synthesize information across multiple complex informational or technical 
texts. 
 

64 B 

  
3003.6.4 Synthesize information across multiple complex informational or technical 
texts. 
 

 
  



 

Reporting Category 6 : Literature 
Item 

Number 

Correct 

Answer 
Performance Indicator 

3 D 

  
3003.8.13 Analyze texts to identify the author’s life experiences, attitudes, viewpoints, 
and beliefs and how these relate to the larger historical, social, and cultural context of his 
or her work. 
 

11 B 

  
3003.8.10 Analyze the development of similar or contrasting themes across two or more 
literary passages. 
 

12 C 

  
3003.8.10 Analyze the development of similar or contrasting themes across two or more 
literary passages. 
 

13 B 

  
3003.8.16 Analyze how form relates to meaning (e.g., compare a poem and a newspaper 
article on the same theme or topic). 
 

33 C 

  
3003.8.1 Identify and analyze examples of idiom, metaphor, simile, personification, 
hyperbole, or pun in poetry or prose. 
 

34 C 
  
3003.8.2 Differentiate among verbal, situational, and dramatic irony. 
 

35 A 

  
3003.8.15 Identify and analyze basic elements of plot (i.e., exposition, rising action, 
climax, falling action, resolution/denouement). 
 

36 B 

  
3003.8.16 Analyze how form relates to meaning (e.g., compare a poem and a newspaper 
article on the same theme or topic). 
 

40 A 
  
3003.8.7 Analyze the impact of setting on the mood and plot of a literary passage. 
 

41 C 

  
3003.8.13 Analyze texts to identify the author’s life experiences, attitudes, viewpoints, 
and beliefs and how these relate to the larger historical, social, and cultural context of his 
or her work. 
 

69 B 
  
3003.8.14 Identify classical, historical, and literary allusions in context. 
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